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 GERMAN ATTEMPT
70 EXPLAIN PLOT
LAUGHED AT HERE

Charge That U. S. Tried to
Intrigue Against Central
Powers Amuses.

SAY ZIMMERMANN NOTE
SETS ALL DOUBT AT REST

Pan-American Union, Argentine Em-
bassy and State Department Find
No Record of “Story.”

Zimmermann Tells the
Emperor All About It

LONDON, Mareh 3 —The Ger-

me=
cording to a Berlin dispatch re-
ceived by the Exchange Tele-
graph Company by way of Am-
sterdam. It is genernlly sup-
posed that the audiemce econ-
cerned the Mexicam gquestion.

It was followed by a confer-
ence between the Imperial chan-
cellor and Dr. Zimmermann, ar
which several foreigm office offi-
cials were presemt, at the chan-
cellor’s residence.

1._.!

German Foreign Minister Zimmer-
mann’'s frank admission that Germany
did seek to ally Japan and Mexico with
her to war againat the United States
caused no surprise to American officials,
although it may be said they did not ex-
pect so full and free an acknowledg-
ment of the exposures,

Some officials had thought there might
be an attempt to discredit the authen-
ticity of the revelations by offering an
explanation of a different  character.
American officials neyver have had the
lea=t doubt of the authenticity of the
evidence in their hands.

Minister Zimmermann's defense of
Germany's intrigue on the ground that
it only was intended to be carried out

in the event the United States did not
remain neutral is not taken to change
the situation in the slightest degree.
Whether it was presented to the Cuar-
ranza government or not and the fact
1hat it is beileved not to have been com-
w unicated to Japan do not, in the opin-
i~n of American officials, alter the es-

INAUGURATION'S EVE
FINDS CITY READY

President to Be Sworn Today,
Will Begin Term Tomorrow
With Second Ceremony.

SCENES. ARE [IMPRESSIVE

The official weather forecast:

Today—Cloudy, probably ralm
or ABoOw.

Tomorrow—Probably colder and
genernlly fair; moderate north- |
east to northwest windsa. i

Washington is in readiness for the
inauguration tomorrow for a second
term of Woodrgw Wilson as President
of the United States and Thomas Riley
Marshall as Vice President.

The stage Is set for the ceremonies
which are to take place at the east
front of the Capitol and for the inaugu-
ral parade which is to follow. The big
work of the inaugural committes com-
posed of citizens of the National Cap-
ital in preparation for this great event
i= completed. Committes officials will
be kept busy from early until late to-
day, however, attending to numerous
details that are intended to further
perfect arrangements that already are
adequate.

Endless Line of Trains.

Thousands of persons already have
arrived in this city to participate In
and to witness the inaugural parade
and throughout the day there will be
an endless line of trains arriving at
the Union Station. Military organiza-
tions began to arrive yesterday after-
noon and last night and by noon today
many more are expected to reach here.
Already the streets in the downtown
sections of the city have taken on a
holiday appearance. Strangers are seen
at every turn, and along the curb lines
is the wusual array of souvenir and
badge venders.

Although hampered by rain and snow
for a number of days, the general in-
augural committee and its numerous
subcommittees have been able to com-
plete the various tasks assigned to
them, and assurance {s given that
Washington will awake tomorrow
morning to find everything in readi-
ness for the wonderful spectacle. Work
on a number of the reviewing stands
built by private.individuals along the
route of the parade will be In prog-
ress all of today, but these will be fin-
ished in every detall at the appointed
ime.

President Takes Oath Today.
Although the public ceremonies are not
to take place until tomorrow, an all-im-
portant part of the [fpuguration . :is

tablished fact that Germany, w;ti.h ask- | scheduled for 12 o'clock, neon, today, when

ing the offices of the Un tes to
make peace and while g her in-
nocence any Intention te violate
American lives, was at the =ame moment
preparing unrestricted submarine war-
fare and, was intriguing tc attack the
United States with two allles.

Laugh at German Countercharge.

Mr. Zimmermann's references to an
alleged “plot” by the United Btates to
unite Pan America against Germany
are regarded with mingled feelings of
i preh i and t. The
Pan-American Unfon, the Argentine
smbassy and the State Department
can find record of no %Such newspaper
publication as Zimmermann contends
revealed the “plot” in Buenos Aires.

he only event which officials ean
recall which is susceptible of being
distorted into such a charge as Zim-
mermann makes was discussion early
in Secretary Bryan's term of office of
a plan to surround the pan-Americas
with & neutral zone in which there
were to be no na%val operations. Noth-
!ng ever came of it.

Zimmermann's statement was read
itnday in the Senate and some senators
who were at first inclined to think his
published instructions to von Eck-
hardt, German minister in Mexico City,
was a forgery, had the statement read
twice.

Swiss Press Bcores Plot,

BERN, Switzerland, via Parls, March
3, 4:10 pm.—Although most of the Ger-
man language newspapers in Switzer-
land thus far print without comment
the Zimmermann note. as made public
through revelations from Washington
of the German plot to involve Mexico
and Japan against the United States,

* the Nachrichten (Basel) upbraids Ger-
many for “having talked high morality
and acted in an exactly opposite way."

“Somethong terribly fatal has hap-
pened to the German foreign office,”
mays the paper, which then lectures
Germany on “the folly of getting
caught,” and continues:

4 e German foreign office isn't any
mnre Machiavelllan than other diplo-
matie groups; so one does not need to
look at a thing from a moral stand-
point. More important than the ethical
gide will be the political consequences.

“Above all things, German-Ameri-
cang have heen terribly compromised
by their old fatherland. They have in
their propaganda always been able to
point out that the entente has been
letting loose the colored people of the
world against the white, and now Ger-
many, in a trice, Is willing to goad the
Mexican bands and the leglons of
Japan against the United States,
Henceforth there will be no more pro-
(ierman propaganda in America.”

Political Stupidity, Moral I.aix.lty

With reference to the manner {n
which Secretary Zimmermann hoped to
reach the Mexican president, the Nach-
vichten says: “He should have been
able to spare at least one submarine
and send an emissary in it to Mexico to
make the proposition verbally. When
one does such things one never lets
one's self get caught.”

The paper emphasizes how teiling an
#nswer the note s to von Bethmann
Hollweg’'s latest speech, in which the
‘mperial chancellor declared he could
not understand why the United States
had broken off diplomatie relations “so
brusquely,” and openly accuses Dr.
Zimmermann, “not only of political
stupidity, but of moral laxity as well,
in that, while he was accusing the en-
tente of seeking conquest, he was pro-
posing that Mexico &hould conquer
American territory.”

Further, it adds, “while he said ‘every
means that can shorten the war In the
most humane way.,' he was trying to
erart & monster Asiatic-American con-
fliee.”

Cabrera’s Vehement Denial.

MEXICO CITY, March 3.—Luis Ca-
Lirera, provisional finance minister and
a member of the Mexican delegation
to the recent Mexican-United States
joint econference, today denled vehem-
ently that he knew anything of the
proposed alliance between Mexico and
Germany against the United States, or
hat he had alded the German plan.

Presidént Wilson is to take the oath of
office &s chiéf executive of the land for
the next four vears, in his room at the
Capitol. His first term of offics will ex-
pire at that time and the President will
immediately renew his oath in order to
forestall any complicati and mi
derstandings that might result if the coun-
try were left without an executive head
until tomorrow.

He will take this precaution even theugh
he has been assured by the State Depart-
ment that it would be entirely proper and
regular for him to wait until the public
ceremonies are The dent pro-
poses to take his new oath of office again
tomorrow B0 as not to cause a departure
from the established procedure for in-
augurals.

Program Follows Custom.

With the exception of the taking of
the oath of office a second time, the
program for the inauguration is prac-
tically the same as that which has been
followed for many Yyears. Innovations
in the schedule pertain to only minor
details.

One of these wiil be the stationing
of members of the 12th and 68th Regi-
ments of the National Guard of New
York at intervals along the entire
route of the pargde to be traversed by
the President as a special precaution-
ary measure in view of the interna-
tional situation. This will remind old
Washingtonians and others of the firat
inauguration of President Lincoln in
1861, when sharpshooters were station-
ed on the roof tops along the route of
the parade and a company of infantry
and two batterjes of artillery were
kept in readiness to quell any dis-
turbance.

Details of the Parade.

The parade feature of the day will

consist of the trip to the Capitol by
the presidential party and its return
after the ceremonies, and then the re-
view by the chief executive of the long
column of marchers who will pay trib-
ute to their Preasident and register by
their presence in line their determina-
tion to stand by him in this great hour
in the life of the nation. Starting
from the plaza at the east front of
the Capitol, the route of the parade
will extend through the grounds to the
intersection of Delaware avenue and
B street northeast, and thence west
on B street to lat street northwest,
where it will turn south for one square
and then, swinging araund the Peace
Monument, will proceed up Pennsyl
vania avenue.

Turning to the north at 15th street, it
will follow the usual route and pass
through the court of honor which has
been bullt on either side. of Pennsyl-
vania avenue between Madison and
Jackson places. At the intersection of
19th street and Pannsylvania avenue the
parade will be dismissed.

Organizations quartered south of
Pennsylvania avenue will move south
through 19th street to F street, thence
east to 17th street and thence south
to B street, and from that point the
marchers will either return to their
quarters or disperse. Organizations
quartered on the north side of Penn-
syivania avenue will move north
through 19th street to K street and
thence east to quarters or to disperse.

Clear Avenue at 10 O'Clock. ,

At 10 o'clock tomorrow morning Penn-
sylvanis avenue is to be cleared and at
10:12 o'clock street car trafic will be
stopped. After that time no one will be
permitted to cross the A 1

he

RTISH ADVANCE
QUARTER OF ML
ON FRONTOF FI

Latest Gain on Ancre Made to
the East of Puisieux-
au-Mont.

GERMANS STUBBORNLY
RESISTING THE ENEMY

Teutons Gain Some Ground fo East
of Sailly-Saillisel, But
Later Lose It.

British troops contlnue to maintain
their daily progress against the German
lines on the Ancre front in France
Saturday Field Marshal Halg's forces,
London records, made an average advance
of a quarter mile on & front of nearly
five miles in the face of stubborn German
resistance.

The latest galn was made east of
Pulsieux-au-Mont and north of Gomme-
court, which would bring it almost on the
Essarts-Bucquoy-Bapaume line, whers it
has been reported the Germans were ex-
pected to make a stand. Berlin says

there have been violent infantry
ters on both banks of the Ancre and it
is apparent Crown Prince Rupprecht is
offering greater resistance to the British
attempts to advance than he has done
recently.

Near Sailly-Saillisel, several miles south
of the scene of the British advance, and
northeast of Gueudecourt, the Germans
are said to have attacked the British
lines. Repulsed at G ourt, the
Germans by a bombing attack gained
some ground east of Sailly-Salllisel. The
lost ground is reported to have been re-
gained in its® entirety by the British.
On the remainder of the western front
raids and artillery engagements have oc-
curred.

British Official Report.

By the Associzted Press,

LONDON, March 3 —Against stob-
born German resistance British troopa
today advanced their line north of the
Ancre, in France, an average of a quar-
ter mile on a front of nearly five miles,
says the official statement {ssued by
the war office tonight. The British ad-
vance was made north of Pulsieux-au-
Mont ad east of Sommecourt.

A German bombing attack, the state-
uate & trench east of Sallly-Safilisel,
put all the lost ground wis “"““'1
by a couriter attack. The statement
followa: ]
“During the day our troops made

further progress north of Puisieux-au-
Mont and east of Gommecourt, and our
line has been advanced an average dis-
tance of & quarter mile on a front of
nearly five miles. The enemy offerad
stubborn resistance.

Germans Are Stopped.

“A local German counter attack made
sgainst our advanced positions north-
east of Gueudecourt last night was
stopped by our artillery barrage and
rifie fire. An enemy bombing =attack
forced our troops to evacuate a trench
east of Sallly-Saillisel this morning.
An immediate counter attack was or-
ganized which regained the whole of
the lost ground.

*“The enemy rushed two of our posts
last night northwest of Roye; a few
men are missing. Another sirong. en-

emy patrol that attempted to approach
our lines sast of Givenchy and La
Bassee this morning was stopped by
our rifle fire.

“guccessful trench reconnaissances
were carried out by our airplanes dur-
ing the day. One of our machines is

missing.”
Artillery Is Active.

PARIS, March 3.—The official report
issued by the war office tonight reads:
«The artillery was quite acfive be-
tween the Oise and the Alsne, in the
region south of Nouvron and in Alsace

in the sector of Burnhaupt. The day
wans calm on the rest of the front.

“Belgian communication: ‘The can-
nonading today was light.”

Germans Voice Confidence.

LONDON, March 3.—The Frankfurter
Zeltung’ correspondent at the Franco-
Belglan front is quoted in a Reuter
dizpatch from Amsterdam as saying:

*The strong can do what the weak
dare not. That we are able to hold
the Bomme front if we desire, our in-
comparable warriors have shown to the
world. If we mnow vacate a small
strip of this front we obviously do
so only because we want to and not

because we must. This confldence at
the front in what our commanders or-
der should strengthen the confidence
at home that what appears to be a
retreat may be a prelude to undoubted
advances.

SONS LEBSLATIE BL

President Wilson Approves Measure
Giving Raise to 17,000 Clerks,
Mostly Residents Here.

President Wilson last night affixed his
signature to the legislative, executive
and judicial appropriation bill, and it is
now law.

This means that approximately 17,000
government clerks, most of whom are

tdant hi

{a provided with a permit to do so. Af-
ter the presidential party has passed on
its way to the Capitol persons holding
tickets for stands on the opposite side
of Pennsylvania avenue will be permitted
to crosa until 12:29 o'clock, however.

At 10:50 o'clock tomorrow morning the
three carriages which are to take the
Vice President and Mrs. Marshall, the
chairman of the lnm:funl committes,

r of W gton, will receive, be-
ginning July 1, increases of 10 per cent
if their talaries are leap than $1,200 or
increases of 5 per cent if their salaries
are between §1,200 and $1,500.

The President signed the bill promptly
when it came to him, following action by
the Senate and Houss yesterday in adopt-
ing the conference report on the bill

The e also provides for the sal-

the members of the joint congressional
commit! for the In::gunmn and the
Prealdent’s military naval aids and
physiciani to the Capitol are to draw up
at the F street entrance of the New Wil-
lard Hotel. This hotel is the d

aries of many other government employes
in addition to the clerks, notably those of
the FPresident, Vice President, members
of the cabinet, members of Congress and

(Continued n Becond Fage)
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G MEASURES Y
FAL N CONGRES

Session Near End With Bills
Caught in Legislative Jam;
Some Hopeless.

OTHERS IN THE BALANCE

The Sikty-fourth Congress was ap-
proaching its ciose early today with fail-
ure of some of the major administration
measures certain and the fate of others
hanging in the balance.

Held up by the determined opposition
of & small group of senators, who threat-
ened to projong debate until the end of
| the seaslon at noon, the President’'s armed
meutrality bill was giving the leaders
fpost concern.

Approves Conference Report.

The naval bill, with its provisions for
continuing the big building program, was
one of the measures caught in the legis-
lative jam, but it was saved when the
Senate shortly after 1 o'clock interrupted
debate on tha neutrality bill to approve
a conferenca report already accepted by
the House.

Outstripping the Senate in clearing
away legislative odds and ends, the Houne
rec at 12:52 am. to 10 a.m. Thers
was no prospect that the Senate would
interrupt its session until expiration at
noon.

Democratic and republican leaders unit-
ed in an effort to break down the opposi-
tion in the Senate and bring the armed
neutrality measure to a vote. Through
the morning hours unusual pressure was
brought to bear, but with little promise
of success.

Bills Likely to Fail.

The annual army appropriation bill
and the sundry civil bill were
among the measures of whose passage
the leaders virtually had despaired.

By recessing as soon as the im-
mediate business was disposed of, in-
stead of waliting in session for the Sen-
ate to report itself ready for adjourn-

ment, the House cut short the period
of song and celebration that usually
occupies the closing hours of a session.

The House last night was in better
condition than the Senate, where the
opposition to the armed neutrality bill
which President Wilson wants, to deal
with the German submarine” menace,
tied the legislative situation into a
hard knot.

Senator Stone in Opposition.

The opposition from the republigan
side was negligible, but was pro-
nounced from Senator Stone, democrat,
and chairman of the fareign relations
committee. Fears were expressed that
if & vote on the bill were not secured
by 8 o’clock this morning it probably

would fail. Even afler the Senate acts
it must go back 1o the House for
agreement.

Thousands Try to Get Into
Galleries at the Capitol
to See the Closing Session

Thousands of people, men, women and
children, swarmed 1o the Capitol jast
night in the hope of seaing Congress
in action in its closing hours. The re-
port of the debate on the armed ney-
trality bill in the Senate drew great
numbers of them 10 the Senate wing.
It was impossible for the gregt major-
ity to galn admission to the Senate
galleries, which, all told, seat apout
1.200.

Hundreds of men and women stpod in
line for hours outside the door
Senate galleries. hoping for ans ot;pz,t:f
tunity to “get In” 50 congested were
the corridors that it Was ‘difficylr o
pass through them. The ordinary tiek.
ets to the reserved galleries wera of no
avail. A special variety of “piny sypg
specially printed tickets for Mur.p 73
1917, wers the only ke¥s to the regerved
galleries, and even Armed with thege
special tickets it was difficult ty gop.
tain admissiop. These tickets copig
be obtained only from Senatore, ang the

lobbies were crowded with a
for them. PPlicants

Benate the Leading Attraction,

It is only on rare occasions that the
senatos have such an eudience j the
galleries to address from the floor of the
Senate. Strict orders Were givep that
only members of the Immediate g,
{lies of the senators sh be admitteq
to the senators” gallery. is Sallery
was crowded to its capaclty as wey oo
the others.” Many members of the gjn_
lomatic corps visited the Senate champer
during the evening and watched the pro.

: pparess ol . ;

r .

;:eedings from their own privats gal-
ery.

As the evening wore on men and wom-
en In evening dress, who had been to
dinner or the theater, filtered into the
galleries, and the crowds thinned out a
little. But hundreds hung on watching
the battle over the armed neutrality
bill,

Late in the evening Miss Margaret
Wilson, daughter of the President. ac-
companied by a party from the White
House, entered the executive gallery and
took the seats reserved for the Presi-
dent and his family.

AGRE ON THE AV BL

Confereces Reduce Number of New
Submarines From Fifty to Twenty,
But Not Appropriation.

Conferees on the $535,000,000 naval
appropriation bill agreed on a report
last night reducing the extra number
of submarines to be built from 50 to 20,
all to be constructed on the Pacific
c¢ogat. That would make the total num-
ber of submarines Provided for In the
bill thirty-eight.

The bill was sent to the President
shortly after 1 o'clock this morning.

The Senate conferees yielded the pro-
vision for enlarging the Charleston,
8. ¢, drydock. The conference report
does not reduce the total appropria-
tion materially, as the thirty-five-mil-

lion-dollar emergency fund applied in
the Senate bill toward immediate con-
struction of submarines is retained.

The separate resolution for a bond
issue of $150.000,000 to provide for has-
tening construction_ of naval vessels
was passed by the House without op-
position.

TODAY’S NEWS AND FEATURES.

PART I

Page.
1—German Explanation Amusing.

City Ready for Ilnauguration.

Congress Rushes Through Bills.

Japan Exposes Teuton Intrigue.

Filibuster Threatens Arm Ship Bill.

Senate Inaction Haits House.
2—Carmen Insiat on Reply.

Dry Bill Causes Row.

Houses Refuses D. C. Probe Fund.
4—Suffs at White House Today.
5—Religion of Presidents.

Here to Honor Wilson.
6—President to Review Parade.

Information Squad Busy.
7—Money Bills Dle With Congress.

Governors Here for Parade.
9—Inaugural Crowds Enllven City.
11—Souvenir Inaugural Map.
12—Clerks Get Salary Raise.

Show MNutritive Value of Food.
13—Women in Inaugural Parade.

Humane Soclety Year Book lssued.

Steel Corporation Flles Brief.

High School Cadets to Parade.
14—No Ball to Be Held.

Official Formation of Parade.
i5—Maryland to Take Blg Part.

Capital's Appeal Is Varied.

Pennsylvania Sends 2,600 Here.
16—Germans Storm Russian Line.

Asks Referendum on War.

Inauguration Weather Often Bad.
17—Financial.
18—Cconsulting Board Holds Conference.

; PART Il
1—Among the Clubs.

Arocund the City.

Boy and Girl Scouts.

With the Rifle Clubs.
2—Amusements.
3—Photoplay Features.
4—Editorial.

Feminlsm In Europe.
5—War Review.

Iin the Schools.

Art Notes. .
6—rFraternities.
T7—Fashions.
8—Notes of Government Workers.

PART Iil.
Sunday Star Magazine.

PART IV. _
Special Features.

PART V.
Sports and Automobiles.

7—Police Inauguration Orders.

Typhus Halts yarrowdale Men,
8—To Cultlvate Vacant Spaces.
8—Local Marchers In Parade.

Virginia Cadets With Governor,
12—Musical Mention.

PART VI
Comic Section.

PART Vil !

L Soclety.

SENATE'S INAGTION
HALTS THE HOUSE

Having No Business Before It,
Lower Body Takes Recess
Until 10 Today.

INCIDENTS OF THE NIGHT

L

Eecause the Benate talked and did
nothing the House ran out of grist
early this morning and had to take a
recess until 10 o'clock today. The all-
night session of the old days was not
repeated at all. The members slept
and snored and made speeches by turns
and a thrilled and enthralled gallery
looked on with wonder at their law-
makers.

In' point of loyalty the gallery had a
high average, as sightseers who ob-
tained entrancs to the Capitol early
vesterday were still in their gallery
seats at midnight.

There wasn't much to be done, as the
House had aready finished Iits work.
That body, therefore, seemed to loll
around, walting for some one to start
something, and as nobody seemed in-
clined, the Iast night of the Bixty-
fourth Congress seemed to fade away
in tame fashion.

But there were “some’’ of the regular

scenes, as the following accurate chron-
ological report will show:

“Leak’” Report Disposed Of,

7 pm.—Chairman Henry og the rules
committee who retires to private life in
Texas after noon tomorrow, brought in
the leak report. This was the last act
in the famous investigation started by
Thomas W. Lawson, whose real name
Representative King of Illinois said last
night is “Larson.” After reading the
report, two or three members made
three-minute speeches telling what a
grand investigation it had been, and the
same nNewspaper reporters who wrote
ten thousand words a dany about the
leak while it was fresh went off and
wrote exactly ten lnes about the finish.

7:20—Qalleries crowded and people
thronging the halls. The impeachment
resolution against the entire federal re-
serve board, introduced by Representa-
tive Linbergh of Minnesota a. few daps
ago, was brought in by Representative
Webb, chairman of the judiciary com-
mittee, with an adverse report. This
had the effect of placing the impeach-
ment on & sharply inclined chute and
letting it go to oblivion.

Indian Claim Revised.

7:22—Some had the nerve to endeavor
to pass a bill for an old-time claim in
favor of the Choctaw-Chickasaw In-
dians. The claim has been kicking
about the Capitol since the days of the
flintlock and musket in Indian warfare.
This aroused Representative Mann to
high excitement and he promptly start-
ed a filibuster, which allowed most of
the House to get a bite of food.

8:01—Representative Helvering of
Knnsas rushed 1o the front with a bill
to grant a pension of $100 a month for
Mrs. Funston, wife of the late major
general. Everything would have been
lovely :had not the House utterly loat
the engrossed copy of the biil as pass-
ed by the Senate. Sleuths went out to
find it.
$:45—Garland Dupre of New Orleana
arose with a bill to make a citizen out
of some one with a long name, Repre-
sentative Mann opposed it with a
broadside about the Constitution. Dupre
made a twenty-minute speech, ending
with a most heartrending appeal to
let the person with the long name die
under the American flag, and every-
hody, including a seminary school girl
bunch in the galleries, uttered wild
cheers, Representative Mann vyelled
out that he was converted and the bill
passed.

Bond Issue Bobs Up.

9:-20—Fepresentative Kitchin, the
majority leader, presented the House
the bill to raise $150,000,000 by a bond
igsue if the naval needs require it
Gallery onlookers expecting Bunker
HIill speeches were not much enlight-
ened. as ten minutes passed by in a
hubbub, =although Mr. Kitchin was
making a h at the time. Then
Mr, Kitchin yielded to Representative
Fordney who passed it on to Represent-
ative Tilson, but he not being there
Representative Moore caught it on the
bound and went on with a few re-
marke. The Philadelphia bantam-
weight republican worked up a fine
frensy in favor of the bill.

9:45—Who should wander softly down
the middle aisle but Secretary Daniels
of ths Navy Department. He sat down
next to Representative Byrns of Tennes-
ses and talked a bit.

He Bleeps & Bit.
9:46—Rapresentative “"Mike” Burke of

Wisconuin discovered fast asleep. Rep-
(Continued oo Twelfth Page)

DEFEAT OF ARMED SHIP
- MEASURE THREATENED
BY SENATE FILIBUSTER:

Four Progressive Republicans, Aided by Mra
‘Stone, Block Passage of Bill Giving Presi-
dent Power to Protect U. S. Rights.

j

FRIENDS OF ARMED NEUTRALITY PLAN
PREPARE MANIFESTO, FIXING BLAME

*

Missouri Leader Hints at Plan to Put Submarine Chasers on Merchant«s
men and Declares Actual War Is Planned—Mr. s
Cummins Attacks Measure.

a manifesto to show the country
rest if the measure should not be

President’s program.

The leaders had not entirely aban-
doned hope of saving the measure, and
some of them thought circulation of
the manifesto for signatures had in-
creased the possibilities of passage. It
was conceded, however, that the pos-
sibility still was remote.

At midnight Senator Hitchcock, in
charge of the bill, made another futile
effort to obtain unanimous consent for
limitation of debate, and for a time to
vote., He proposed to begin final voting
at 6 a.m.

“An overwhelming majority or“ the
Senate is ready for action now,” he
sajd. “The bill passed the Houss by
one of the most overwhelming majori-
ties ever recorded there. I urge sena-
tors to give the Senate an opportunity
to express its opinion.”

Sengtor Clapp said he did not blelieve
it possible to reach any unanimous
agreement as he kmew that several
senators opposed to the bill desired to

desire to delay a vote. A

Disclaiming any desire to filibuster, Sen-
ator Works said that while 2 Senats ma-
jority undoubtedly favors the bill, & ma-
jority of the American people oppose any
step which may lead to war. Declaring
the bill's friends had consumed mors time
than its opponents, he added: “If it fails it
may justly be said that it was killed by
ita friends.”

Senator Hitchcock then withdrew his
request and the debate was resumed.

Sixty-Eight Signatures.

Sixty-eight msenators had signed the
manifesto at a late hour tonight, and oth-
ers who were absent were known to favor
{t. Senators who had signed were:

Democrats—Ashhurst, Bankhead, Beck-
ham, Broussard, Bryan, Chamberiain,
Chilton, Culberson, Fletcher, Hardwick,
Hitchcock, Hollis, Hughes, Husting,
Jal.mem Johnson of Maine, Kern, Lea, Lee,
Lewis, Martin, Myers, Newlands, O'Gor-
man, Overman, Owen, Phelan, Pittman,
Pomerene, Ransdell, Robinson, Saulsbury,
Shafroth, Sheppard, Shields, Simmons,
Smith of Georgia, Smith of Maryland,
Smith of South' Carolina, Swanson,
Thomas, Walsh and Willlams—43.

Republicans—Borah, Brady, Brandgee,
Clark, Colt, Curtis, Dillingham, Fall,
Fernald, Harding, Lodge, McCumber,
McLean, Nelson, Oliver, Page, Poindex-
ter, Sherman, Smith of Michigan, Smoot,
Sterling, Sutherland, Townsend, Wads-
worth and Watson—25.

Among the Senators absent were:
Gazllinger, Goff, Gore and Smith of Ari-
zZona.

Later Senators Underwood., Johnson
of South Dakota and Shafroth, demo-
crats, signed the manifesto. )

Senators present who had not signed

were:
Democrats—Kirby, Lane, Martine,
Reed. Stone, Thompson, Tillman and

Vardaman.

Republicans—Clapp, Cummins, Du
Pont, Gronna, Kenyon, La Follette, Lip-
pitt, Norris, Penrose, Warren, Weeks
and Works.

All Efforts Blocked.

Virtually all of the trouble came from
a small group of progressive republi-
cans, who blocked every effort to get
unanimous congent for limiting debate
or fixing a time for a volte. Demo-
cratic leaders appealed to the republi-
cans to aid them in swinging the lit-
tle group into line, pleading that in
the present crisis failure of the bill
would mean national dlagrace.

For the most part, the republican
leaders showed & willingness to co-
operate. As the debate proceeded into
the night, however, without any tangi-
ble evidence of a break in the opposi-
tion the administration senators grew
more and more dubious about the pro-
gram.

Mr. Stone Makes Dramatic Fight.

The embarrassment of the democrats
was increased by a dramatle speech by
Senator Stone, chairman of the foreign
relations committee, opposing the bill
as a war measure. That, however, was
the only evidence of defection in the

democratic rankas.

Senator Simmons, on behalf of the
administration senators, conferred with
Senator Brandegee of the regular re-
publicans and Senator Kenyon, repre-
senting the progressive republicans,
both of whom have supported the bill,
urging them to intercede with Benators
La Follette, Norris, Gronna and Cum-
mins, the four progreasive republicans
who refused earlier in the night to ac-
cept any proposition to ex te
passage. .

While the negotiations were proceed
ing, several Benators sought to induce
friends of the bill to refrain from dis-
cussing it in order to force the four pro-
greasive republicans to take the floor.
None of them had yet spoken at length.
They would not admit that they in-
tended t filibuster, but they had given
notice of an intention to discuss the
measurs fully, and that was intsrpreted

He said he personally dld not | g, .4

With President Wilson’s armed neutrality bill facing failure be-g
cause of the opposition of a small group of progressive republicansy’
democratic and republican senators favoring it last night prepared.

just where the responsibility wilk
passed. =

-

At midnight, when the debate had developed strong indicationd
that the bill's opponents intended to prevent a vote before the ses<
sion expires at noon today, the manifesto had been signed by more:
than a majority of the Senate, and friends of the bill said that in-
the end it would bear the signature of go per cent.

It was the intention to hold back the document until it became
certain that no vote would be permitted, and then to read it into the
Senate record with the names of those who had stood behind the’

vote on the bill. His
blocked by Senators
and Gronna.

When Senator Hitchcock declared the
purpose of his requests was to discliose
a filibuster to kill the bill Senator Nor-
ris, whoe was sitting with BSenater
La Follette, said:

“I am perfectly frank to say that %
would kill this bill if I could.”

SBenator Hitchcock inmisted om fors.
mal action on his requests. Later, how-
ever, Senator Hitchcock withdrew khis
request for formal action on the pre=
posal, and the debate proceeded.

Text of Manifesto.

The manifesto was circulated throughe
out the Senate shortly before midnight but
was not to be given out until all hope of

requests wers
Norris

the senators who prepared it wers -
al-gu"tb_o democrats and Lodge,

“The undersigned United States
tors favor the passage of Senate
§322, to mRuthorize the President of 4
United States to arm American mer-
chant vessels. A similar bill already
passed the House of Representatives
by & vote of 402 to 13. Under the rules
of the Senate allowing unlimited
bate it now appears to impossible
obtain a wvote prior to noon March 4,
1917, when the session of Congress ex-

pires.
“We deszire {he statement entered im
the record to establish the fact that
the Senate favors the legislation, and
would pass it if a vote could be ob-
tained.”

Another proposal taken under con-
sideration by the leaders was to force
a_vote for & motion for the previous
question. Such a move would bes un-
precedented in Senate procedure, but
last night there were conservative
genators who declared that {n this case
the end' would justify the means.

Hears of Navy Plan.

Senator Stone told the Senate yestore
duy he had heard that navy experts
had devised a plan for protection of
American merchant ships whereby theay
would be equipped with small submae
rine chasing boats, to be lowered im
the danger zone to scout for hostlle
craft and attack them.

Senator Stone then offered his
amendment to prevent protection and
armament of munitions ships.

The courses the President has pure
sued with Mexico and during the Eue
ropean war were pointed to by Senato@,
SBtone as proof of his desire to keep
the nation out of war.

“Despite the clamor, the intrigue, the,
subterfuges,” he said, “to entrap himg
into an act of war against a Euro
power, he has stood firm as a roc
would, therefore, rather trust him
all the official weaklings about h
who daily fily their kites to ses wh
way the wind blows.

“If I thought this question hers tod:
were one only of faith and trust in b
I would not hesitate.

“But this is the first time the F
dent and I have not been able to
cile our differences. I believe o}
to be not only In violation of the Conm
stitution, but destructive of one of
most important powers vested in O
gress—the war-making
ita passage would pet & .
fraught 'l"rl;: peril to our form o
ernment. e power to be g‘l‘llll“
too broad, too sweeping. There is
limit whatsoever placed on other Ins
mentalities and methods."”

Recites Possible Courses.

Reciting the possible exercises
power under the bill, Senator
said it would authorize the President
equip ships and “drive the German su
marines from commercial paths of
seas.”

“No doubt,” he continued,
be a proper thing to do, but it
be war. It would not be an act of
but the very essence of war in
And Congress would have -
and surrendered in advanoe all claim-
to pass upon the questions.
“The question here presented,”™
sald, "rises above any man
President—it is fundamental™
Senator Hardwick, democrat, asked !
Benator Stone if the President did no& |
have authority to defend and protect '
American citizens against assault withe '
out authority of Congress 1
“Yeos,” sald Benator Btone. “If a wam’
vessel of the United Btates should see '
a t ship of this country as-
saulted on the high seas and an effarg"
be made to destroy her, even though.
that war vessel were not acting
convoy, such & “ﬂhlr would not
have the right, but it would be
duty to protect that ship.
“But If a forelgn power assaults mere
chant vessels of the United States when
our war vessels are not present and we
hear of it, as we are hearing of these
now, I do t:.ﬂt think

he
or any

“l‘
only
her

Lat Congress Have Say.
“If we waat te enter into $ar—if thyl

to mean they were themseslves

for a final effort to talk the bill to death.

‘When Benator Stone concluded = four-

and-a-half-hour attack on bl

u: uwfnu o to

consen speeches

minutes, and slse for an sgresment te
4

cocssion 10 gI8Ve 85 some of the senAm,

reaching a vote had disappeared. Among
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